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the Devil, after having made bargains with these
people, did not perform, and was not so just to his
word as they expected ; but whether he was not as
just to his word as they ought to have expected ?
For example, perhaps in making their bargains with
the Devil, they expect things to be performed which
it is not in his power to perform ; the mistake lies
not in Satan himself, but in them who make a god
of him, and will have him be able to do everything.

Now it is true that Satan, as he is a spirit, is
magnipotent, but he never was omnipotent; and
therefore there may be, and are, abundance of fine
things which such people expect of him which he
really not only never promises, but is not in any
condition to perform; and if people will have him
do what he is not able to do, that's their fault, not
his ; all they can blame him for in that case is, that
he does not tell them how far he can, or cannot
serve them; and that truly, to give him his due?
seems to be none of his business; but like a cun-
ning artificer, who is loath to tell you what he can-
not do, but enlarges and expatiates upon his real
abilities, so the Devil, if you are willing to believe
he can do thus and thus for you, it is enough, if he
does but equivocate, and tacitly grant it, without
engaging to perform; but he is not bound to con-
fess his impotence, and own he cannot do it: so
these people pretend to blame him, whereas in truth
they ought only to blame themselves for expecting
things of him that even the Devil himself is not able
to perform.

Thus our late friend Jonathan, while he kept within
bounds, had, no doubt, a faithful and friendly corre-
spondence with him. But, said the Devil, what would
Jonathan have me do? did he expect I could save
him when he committed a felony even with his
fetters on, and while he was in Newgate ? I had
been his protector in a thousand rogueries; things.